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NEW TRASH AND RECYCLING CONTRACT AWARDED

I

n 2014, the Rapho
Township Board of
Supervisors enacted an
ordinance that required
recycling in the Township.
This ordinance was adopted in response to a state mandate imposed on larger, more densely populated municipalities. Since
Rapho Township’s populations exceeded 10,000 in
the 2010 census, state law mandated that all properties in the Township must have curbside recycling and must properly dispose of trash.
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To help our property owners comply with the new
requirements, the Board decided to request bids
for a single hauler program in order to lower the
cost of collection for each household. Property
owners who did not wish to participate in the contracted hauler program could choose to have service through a private hauler. Penn Waste won the
municipal contract and, as of 2019, they provide
service to more than 2,000 households in the
Township. Residents who pay for an entire year’s
service have been offered a $10.00 annual discount, and, in spite of slight increases due to fuel
prices, we were able to hold our fees steady during
the entire five-year contract period.
Our contract expires on June 30, 2019, and after a
public bidding process, the new contract has been
awarded to Penn Waste as the low bidder. We are
pleased that continuing with Penn Waste will result
in very little change in operations for those who
participate in the contract. However, a few aspects
of the program will change, beginning on July 1.
First, the price the Township is charged for collection will increase. After five years, we were not
surprised to see a significant increase in collection
cost per unit. Other Lancaster County municipalities have seen even more dramatic increases.
Second, the cost of disposal of waste has increased
and the types of accepted recyclable materials has
been reduced as a result of the ongoing crisis in the
recycling market. Residents who have dutifully
followed recycling regulations for many years have
already been frustrated by this change.
Third, the Township’s billing system will change.
After multiple errors by our contracted billing
company, we have purchased a software program

that will allow Township staff members to have
direct oversight of the bills generated and payments
received. Bills will look similar to those we have sent
previously, but there will be some differences in the
format. One positive aspect of the billing change is
that we will now be able to accommodate the many
requests we have received to pay online or with a
credit card. There will be a
service fee incurred by the
customer, but these options
will be available. Instructions for online payments
will be provided on our website
(raphotownship.com) once bills are mailed.
Fourth, because of the number of households now
participating, Penn Waste will expand the number
of collection days from three to four. This will allow
them to complete their daily rounds more quickly,
but it will result in a change in collection days for
some customers. Penn Waste will be directly advising each participating household whose trash will be
collected on a new day. Once the days are set, the
Township will have a complete updated list identifying the collection day for every property, so if you
are unsure, email us at trash@raphotownship.com.
There will be some roads which have to be split, so
neighbors may not have the same collection days.
This may impact other haulers as well, since private
haulers are not allowed to collect in the same area
that Penn Waste is collecting on that day. Residents
with private haulers should confirm with their hauler if they are impacted by the change.
Finally, the cost to our customers will increase. The
Board has set the new fee at $260.00/year
($65.00/quarter). The Township will continue to
offer a $10.00 discount to those who wish to pay for
the entire year. Participating households should
expect their next bill in late May, with a June 30 due
date. We feel that the rate we must now charge to
cover our costs is still very competitive with private
haulers’ charges. We appreciate
your patience as we
transition to what we
To qualify for the
anticipate will be
$10.00 discount, payments must be received
another five years
(not postmarked) by
of high quality
6/30/2019.
and reasonably
priced collection
services.

RECYCLING CRISIS CONTINUES
Last year, the Lancaster County
Solid Waste Management Authority (LCSWMA) announced
new guidelines for curbside
recycling in Lancaster County
in an effort to respond to the
ongoing recycling crisis. Recycled material from the United
States is being rejected by other countries because it is contaminated by trash or by recyclable items not properly prepared for recycling.
LCSWMA is responsible for the disposal of all trash and
recyclables generated in Lancaster County. Fortunately, the
majority of trash placed at curbside for haulers is processed
at one of LCSWMA’s Waste-to-Energy plants, where it is
incinerated and converted to energy, rather than going to a
landfill.
LCSWMA has continued to emphasize that residents focus
ONLY on the “Big 4” in their bins. The Big 4 includes
corrugated cardboard, plastic bottles and jugs with a neck,
glass bottles and jars, and metal/aluminum cans. Following
these directions carefully keeps recyclables from becoming
contaminated.

CORRUGATED
CARDBOARD:
This includes boxes of any size
consisting of a fluted corrugated sheet, like shipping boxes,
packing boxes, or CLEAN pizza boxes (no grease or food
remnants). Flatten all boxes and
remove packaging including
Styrofoam, peanuts, bubble
wrap and plastic liners. Do
NOT put paperboard (cereal
boxes, shoe boxes), newsprint
or junk mail in the recycling
bin.
PLASTIC BOTTLES AND
JUGS WITH A NECK:
Throw away the lids and rinse
out any residue. All other plastic material is considered trash.
Ignore the numbers on the bottom, as they don’t always indicate that the item is recyclable.
Do NOT put plastic bags, toys,
buckets, packaging, Styrofoam,
hoses, furniture, or other plastic
items in the bin.
METAL FOOD AND
BEVERAGE CANS:
This includes all food and beverage cans made from aluminum or steel. Throw away the

lids and rinse out any residue.
Do NOT put metal hangers,
cooking pots and pans or other
scrap metal like foil and pie
plates in the bin.
GLASS BOTTLES & JARS:
This includes clear, green and
brown glass bottles and jars.
Throw away the lids and rinse
out any residue. Do NOT put
light bulbs, dishes, glassware,
window or automotive glass,
vases or broken glass in the bin.
It's OK to throw everything
else away. LCSWMA will transform discarded waste into renewable energy! Check out
lcswma.org to learn more about
how LCSWMA turns waste into
a resource. Penn Waste has
their own recycling plant in
York County, but they follow
Lancaster County’s guidelines.
Individual subscription haulers
have also been adjusting the
recyclables they can collect.
Regardless of your hauler, if
you mix trash into your recycling bin, the whole bin may be
contaminated, and your hauler
may have to throw it into the
trash. Beware of “wishful recycling” — if you’re not sure if
it’s recyclable, throw it away!

YARD AND LEAF WASTE RECYCLING FACILITY

We never imagined how much yard waste our residents could recycle! While it is daunting when the
pile gets high and we have to wait for local contractors who work to fit grinding and hauling our materials into their busy schedules, it is very rewarding to see how much our residents appreciate the facility.
We have now offered disposal of yard waste for five years, and we are constantly looking for ways to
keep the program self-sufficient. We did have to increase the price for a 2019 key fob to $10.00 for
residents, but the value of those fobs for the more than 1,000 households who use them is far more.
The market for woody waste chips has been fluctuating in the past year, and we continue to work with
disposal sites that can accept these materials. We thank our residents for their cooperation with the
rules of the facility and for disposing of their yard waste in this environmentally healthy way.
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LCSWMA FACILITY TOURS
What happens to your trash after you throw it away? Where does it go? How is it
transformed into a resource? The Lancaster County Solid Waste Management Authority (LCSWMA) manages the municipal solid waste and recyclable materials from
Lancaster County homes and businesses, as well as refuse for the City of Harrisburg and
surrounding Dauphin County communities. Once the waste is delivered by private haulers, LCSWMA employs a multi-step approach to trash disposal and processing, called
an Integrated System. This Integrated System not only saves significant landfill capacity,
it also creates clean, renewable energy (electricity). Find out more by taking a FREE tour of LCSWMA facilities. Go behind the scenes to see how their sites operate. Free public tours are offered at all LCSWMA facilities, including the
Transfer Station Complex, Lancaster Waste-to-Energy Facility, Frey Farm Landfill, and the Susquehanna Resource
Management Complex. Children must be 10 years old and accompanied by an adult in order to take a tour. To view
public tour dates and register for a tour, check out their website, http://www.lcswma.org.

KEEP YOUR LAWN GREEN
Do you know how much activity happens under your grass before spring? Farmers know that correctly managing nutrients in the soil not only minimizes runoff (which helps to keep local streams healthy), but also impacts
their bottom line at harvest time. Many farmers regularly soil-test their fields and keep track of yields so that
they don’t over-apply nutrients. Unfortunately, the nutrient needs of front and backyard lawns are often not
managed as closely. The best time of year to test soil and apply fertilizer is in early fall. This gives the grass time
to grow strong roots over the winter and wake up healthy in the spring. As a bonus, grass that has a good head
start will also better crowd out weeds that are always ready to compete for space. In the spring and summer, a
mower that mulches the clippings and returns them to the soil will keep the nutrients from depleting more quickly. Adjusting the
height of the mower deck can impact the health of your grass. If your lawn is the more common tall fescue variety, it is recommended
to raise the mower to 4 inches or higher over the summer months. The taller the grass leaf, the deeper the roots. Before buying fertilizer, it’s a good idea to know if there are nutrients that are deficient in the lawn or if the pH is in the range for the grass to best absorb
and use those nutrients. Most types of fertilizer spread on lawns from the lawn-and-garden store focus on nitrogen. Nitrogen will make
grass grow fast, but not necessarily healthy. For the health of the soil and streams, consider testing your soil to know its nutrient needs,
adjusting your mower to mulch and mow longer grass, and dialing back on the amount of fertilizer recommended on the package.

TRASH PICK UP REMINDERS
Just a reminder, Penn Waste has a full working day to pick up your trash. Please give them until 4:00 p.m. to pick up your
trash and recycling, as they do not always follow the same routes every week. Some weeks they might come as early as 5:00
a.m. and other weeks they may come as late as 3:00 p.m. They may run two trucks if they are having issues with their vehicles, so be patient if they only pick up your trash and not your recycling. If you are not serviced by 4:00 p.m. on your pick
up day, please call and leave a message at the Township Office (717-665-3827) or email us at trash@raphotownship.com.
As always, please be cautions when driving around trash trucks. Workers have very dangerous jobs collecting on the roadways, and they may not see passing vehicles.

THESE NUMBERS DON’T MEAN WHAT YOU THINK
The recycling symbol on packaging doesn't always mean it's recyclable. These labels are a communication tool and used in different ways. They aren't regulated, and manufacturers can use
the symbols at their discretion, causing confusion for consumers. To Recycle Right, just remember the Big 4: corrugated cardboard, plastic bottles and jugs with a neck, metal food and beverage cans, and glass bottles and jars.
Learn more at recyclerightlancaster.org.
Let's #RecycleRightLancaster!
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TAX SEASON = PHONE SCAMS

FLOOD INSURANCE MYTHS

Manheim Borough Police Department asks that you take time to
talk to family members and friends about the continued threat of
phone scams. Manheim Borough Police Department often receives
reports, especially from older community members, who have been
targeted by embezzlers calling from outside the country. Calls may
refer to a “grandchild” who was in a car crash or arrested. The caller, who sometimes poses as a police officer or lawyer speaks to the
targeted victim about money needed for the victim’s family member who is in distress. Occasionally, the scammers will “allow” the
victims to speak to their “grandchild”, who is crying and “difficult
to understand”.

MYTH: My homeowner’s insurance covers flooding.
This may be the most prevalent myth about flood insurance. In
fact, almost no homeowner’s insurance policies cover flood damage. That is why the federal government created the National Flood
Insurance Program (NFIP). Flood insurance is sold as a separate
policy, so even if a person’s regular agent doesn’t handle flood insurance, it can be obtained from another agent who serves that
area. To find an agent, contact the NFIP call center at 800-4274661 or www.FloodSmart.gov.

When residents receive a call from a
questionable source asking for money,
they should hang up and verify through a
trusted source what the stranger is telling
them. Advise your family and friends NEVER to give money to a
stranger for ANY UNSOLICTED or SOLICITED reason until
the source can be verified.
If you are assisting someone who may have been the victim of a
scam, look for an unusual or large bank account withdrawal. This
may be a sign that someone is exploiting the person’s financial resources.
Keep an eye out for the common signs that the person may be
falling prey to a scam, such as frequent calls from telemarketers,
shoddy home improvement work, numerous product purchases or
ongoing charitable or religious donations. Even small amounts of
money can add up quickly.

ROADSIDE STANDS
If your garden is overflowing and you would like to have a roadside
stand this year, contact Zoning Officer Dave Eggert at
zoning@raphotownship.com to find out if you need a permit. A
roadside stand may be used for the display and sale of agricultural
products produced by the landowner, the landowner’s immediate
family member, or a resident of the property.
No structure used for the display may be more
than 300 square feet. Check out rules for parking and signage and apply for an annual permit
using the form available at raphotownship.com.

MYTH: I don’t need flood insurance
because I’m not in a high-risk zone.
The reality is that it can flood almost anywhere, and it doesn’t take
much water to cause expensive damage. In fact, about 1/3 of all
flood disaster assistance and 1/3 of all flood insurance claims payments go to people who have been flooded even though they were
outside of the mapped high risk zone (Special Flood Hazard Area).
With a changing climate, scientists say that extreme weather
events—like the tremendous rain that accompanied hurricanes last
summer and caused localized flooding—will be more likely in the
future. Living in a location that previously has been thought to be
at low risk does not mean that it is safe now.
MYTH: I can’t get flood insurance
because I’m not in a high-risk zone.
Virtually anyone who lives in or owns property in an NFIPparticipating community can buy flood insurance for a residential
building, business, or apartment, and the contents can be insured as
well (or instead). Flood insurance through the NFIP has never been
restricted to people located in the high-risk zone (Special Flood
Hazard Area). In fact, for people outside the high-risk zone, flood
insurance premiums are lower. An overview of the availability,
coverage, and costs of flood insurance — in clear language and
with sources of more information — can be found on the Flood
Smart website.
MYTH: I don’t need flood insurance because
FEMA gives disaster assistance.
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) can only
provide disaster assistance when the president issues a disaster declaration. This happens for less than half of all floods, including last
year’s storms in our area. Even if there is a disaster declaration,
FEMA can only provide small grants, not enough to cover all losses and certainly not enough to rebuild. Most other federal disaster
assistance comes in the form of loans, which must be repaid. A
flood insurance policy pays for any covered damage.

IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS

MEETING DATES AND TIMES

Township Office - 717-665-3827

Board of Supervisors —1st & 3rd Thurs.7:30 p.m.

County Control - 911

BOS Work Session—6:00 p.m. Thurs. preceding 1st BOS
meeting after PC meeting

Manheim Borough Police non-emergency
717-665-2481
Sewage Enforcement Officer - 717-653-1008
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RADON - TEST FOR IT!

RAPHO COMMUNITY PARK

The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) is urging all Pennsylvanians to test their homes for radon, a deadly radioactive gas that is
the leading cause of lung cancer in non-smokers in the United States.
DEP also urges residents to take action to reduce radon levels in their
homes.

Rapho Community Park is located at 960 Strickler Road in Mount
Joy. The park is open to the public year-round, with lots of activity,
especially in warmer weather. Pavilions are available for rental, and
reservations can be made by contacting Ena Marie Banks at
enamarie@raphotownship.com.

Radon is found everywhere in Pennsylvania due to the geology. Homeowners should test their homes to protect their family’s health. Testing
in winter is best because doors and windows are typically closed and
tightly sealed, producing the most accurate results.

Our two baseball/softball fields are scheduled by volunteer Don
Wenger. Baseball and soccer fields can be rented by contacting
manheimsports@gmail.com.

The “action level” for radon is 4 picocuries per liter
(pCi/L) of air. Homeowners with levels at or above
that figure should take steps to lower them. Radon
test kits can be purchased at most hardware or
home improvement stores at an average cost of $15
to $25 per test. The cost of a mitigation system
typically costs around $1,000.
Pennsylvania law requires all radon service providers, such as radon
testers, radon mitigators and radon laboratories to be certified by DEP.
You can obtain a hard copy of the provider’s directory or verify a company’s certification by calling 1-800-23RADON. If you are building a
new home, DEP recommends installing a passive radon system during
construction.
For more information about radon testing and radon resistant construction, visit DEP’s website at www.dep.pa.gov/radon.

CHIQUES CREEK WATERSHED ALLIANCE

WATERSHED EXPO 2019
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 5 - 5:30-8:00 P.M.
MANHEIM FARM SHOW, 502 E. ADELE AVE. MANHEIM

SAVE THE DATE for the 8th annual Expo — a featured event
of the Lancaster County Conservancy’s Water Week!
It’s fun and educational for the entire family!

Expo highlights include:
 Water balloon slingshot
 Rain barrel painting and raffle
 Making fish print t-shirts
 Electrofishing demonstration
 Home composting workshop
 Streambank fencing exhibit
 Spotted lanternfly information
 Beekeeping & reptiles
 Electric car display
 FREE Kreider’s ice cream and drinks
Check out our website or Facebook page for more info:
www.chiquescreekwatershed.org

RAPHO REPORTER

Businesses can sponsor 7’x4’ outfield advertising signs for the fields.
The signs are being updated this year, so all signs will cost $200.
Businesses can renew their signs each year for $100. To sponsor an
outfield sign, contact Melva Kready at melva@raphotownship.com.

SUMMER PLAYGROUND PROGRAM
Under the direction of the Greater Elizabethtown Area Recreation
and Community Services (GEARS), Rapho Township will once
again offer a Youth Summer Playground Program. Energetic and
enthusiastic playground leaders will guide participants in active
games, board games, sports leagues, tournaments, arts & crafts and
much more! A schedule of weekly activities will be posted. Check out
this exciting program designed to keep your children busy this
summer!
Who: Children ages 6-14
What: Seven weeks of organized FUN!
When: Mon.-Thurs., June 10-July 25 (No July 4)
Time: 9 am-12 noon
Where: Rapho Township Park
Fee: $50/child for entire summer for residents of the Manheim
Central School District ** $5 Daily Fee ** $60 Non-Resident
Note To Parents: The Summer Playground Program is designed to
provide “drop-in” activities for children and is not a substitute for childcare. Attendance is not mandatory, nor enforced. Be sure to inform your
child of your expectations regarding attendance.

Playground Kick-Off Days!!!
June 10 & 11 (Monday & Tuesday)
Free introduction to the playground program. Meet
the staff and participate in fun playground activities.

Register now:
On-line at www.GetintoGEARS.org
Phone-in (717) 367-0355
Fax-in (717) 367-4138
Mail-in to 600 East High Street, Elizabethtown, PA 17022
Registration will also be accepted at the playground site.
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Presort
insignia

971 N. COLEBROOK ROAD
MANHEIM PA 17545
Phone: 717-665-3827 Fax: 717-665-7685
Sara Gibson - Township Manager
manager@raphotownship.com
Dave Eggert - Zoning Officer
zoning@raphotownship.com
Melva Kready - Tax Collector
melva@raphotownship.com
John Haldeman - Public Works Director
roadmaster@raphotownship.com
Ena Marie Banks - Recycling Coordinator
enamarie@raphotownship.com
Lindsey Brenner - Administrative Assistant
office@raphotownship.com

Visit our website at
www.raphotownship.com

UPCOMING EVENTS!
SHRED IT EVENT
Pleasant View Retirement Community will be hosting a community event called GREEN SATURDAY on
Saturday, June 22, 2019 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. It will feature a host of presenters. LCSWMA
(Lancaster County Solid Waste Management Authority) will share information about recent nationwide changes
to recycling rules. Shred It will have a truck sponsored by Rapho and Penn Townships and Manheim Borough
for you to shred important documents. Manheim Central Food Pantry will have a truck to collect nonperishable food items in lieu of a fee for shredding services. Pennsylvania Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals will be collecting towels and blankets (no comforters), as well as washed/used food and water
bowls and toys. Place all pet items into garbage bags. The Manheim Lions Club will be collecting eye glasses.
The Global Aid Network (GAIN) will be collecting clothing and books. DART Container will be collecting
Styrofoam. The Mennonite Central Committee will be collecting clothing and books. Art of Recycle will be
collecting art and craft supplies. The event is open to the public, and is being organized and coordinated by
Pleasant View Retirement Community.

MASTERSONVILLE VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY
SPRING 2019 FUNDRAISERS
Saturday, June 1, 2019

Open House Celebration

10:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.
Bring the kids and bring your neighbors to help us celebrate completion
of construction of our new building. Learn more about the services we
provide and about your community.

Saturday, June 15, 2019

3rd Annual Pirate Party

11:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.
Held in partnership with the Swashbuckler Brewing Company, this annual fundraiser has something for everyone. Entertainment, food, fun,
basket raffle, 50/50 raffles, pirate-themed games and activities!

RAPHO TOWNSHIP IS ON FACEBOOK!
Don’t forget to like and follow our page!
Rapho Township, Lancaster County - Pennsylvania

